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ississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Missionary  families  pray  for  hostage  dads 


By  Stacey  Hamb 

Missouri  Word  & ' 


years  ago  have 
with  being  sep¬ 
arated  from  her  husband. 

>  —  "This  friend  said,  'God  picked 
it."  three  special  men  to  be  mission- 
irds  aries  to  this  guerrilla  group/ 
the  "I  didn't  see  it  as  a  privilege, 
t  a  but  then,  through  time,  I  real- 
ned  ized  you're  not  going  to  get 
louse  and  kidnapped  her  people  to  volunteer  to  go  to  a 
ind,  Rick.  That  was  five  guerrilla  group,  but  I  think 
ago.  after  five  years.  I'm  at  a  cross¬ 

day,  Patti  and  two  other  roads  with  God. 

>  still  await  the  return  of  "I  don't  doubt  his  sovereign 
husbands.  plans  for  us,  but  after  five 

;w  Tribes  Mission  mission-  years,  I  sometimes  (ask  God), 
Rick  Tenenoff,  Dave  ’Do  you  really  know  what 
dns,  and  Mark  Rich  were  you're  doing?' 
ipped  Jan.  31,  1993,  from  "I  need  prayer.  It's  harder 
homes  in  a  Kuna  village  in  now.  There's  no  closure.  I  need  to 
lem  Panama,  12  miles  know  how  he's  doing,"  she  said, 
the  Colombian  border.  A  crisis  team  for  New  Tribes 

ieir  wives  believe  a  guer-  Mission,  a  nondenominational 
;roup  in  Colombia  contin-  missionaiy-sending  organiza- 
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tion  based  in  Sanford,  Fla.,  has 
been  working  since  the  kidnap-  FIVE  YEARS  AGO 
ping  to  resolve  the  situation  Tenenoff  poses  for  a 
with  the  guerilla  group,  known 
as  FARC  (acronym  for  Spanish 
name  of  Revolutionary  Armed 
Forces  of  Colombia). 

"Over  the  years,  we've  had 
the  opportunity  to  talk  to  see  Rick  was  on  the  floor,  face  soon.  We  will  arrange  it,'  and  I 
Indians  who  come  out  of  the  down,  and  a  guerrilla  was  believed  him." 
jungle  who  say  they've  seen  the  tying  his  hands  behind  his  The  two  youngest  children 
men,  and  guerrillas  who  have  back;  I  could  see  the  guerrilla's  don't  remember  their  father 
been  captured  by  the  gun  over  his  shoulder,  v  because  they  were  so  young  at 

Colombian  military  have  said  As  soon  as  the  guerrillas  left,  the  time  of  the  kidnapping, 
they  are  still  alive,"  said  Scott  the  Tenenoff  house  filled  with  "At  bedtime,  they  ask  me  to 
Ross,  New  Tribes  attorney  and  Kuna  men.  The  men  from  the  tell  them  stories  about  Daddy, 
crisis  team  member.  villajge  left.  Each  child  has  a  picture  of  him- 

Jan.  31,  1993,  was  a  normal  Then,  two  guerrillas  came  self  or  herself  with  Daddy. 
Sunday  afternoon  in  the  Kuna  back  and  started  yelling  at  her  Connie  has  kissed  hers  good 
village  of  Pucuro.  At  about  7  in  Spanish.  night. 

p.m.  on  the  already-dark  As  the  older  of  the  two  guer-  "We  know  God  is  sovereign, 
evening,  Rick  was  in  his  ham-  rillas  was  leaving,  Patti  fol-  but  he  wouldn't  have  us  sit 
mock  talking  to  a  Kuna  man.  lowed  him  to  the  door  and  around,  either,"  she  said. 

"Rick  yelled  in  Spanish,  'My  asked  when  she  would  see  her  "Please  pray.  We  don't  want 
wife  is  in  back  of  tne  house.'  I  husband  again.  "He  said,  'Very  our  husbands  to  be  forgotten." 


New  Tribes  missions  missionary  Rick 
ly  photo  shortly  before  he  and  two  other 


by  South  American  guerillas  bent  on  a 
multi-million-dollar  ransom.  Family  members  include  (from  left) 
wife  Patti,  daughter  Connie,  son  Lee,  and  daughter  Dora.  (Photo 
courtesy  of  Missouri  Word  and  Way) 
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Mississiprifcns  tapped 


Campolo  sgeaks  at  MC 


Hunger  futtls  on  rise 


10- 


Taking*!  off... 


Contributions  to  the  1987  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  for 
Foreign  Missions  has  reached  less  than  80%  of  the  $75  million  goal 
by  late  March.  Foreign  Mission  Board  President  Keith  Parks 
expresses  "deep  concern"  about  the  pace  of  receipts.  "This  creates 
some  serious  implications  for  our  budget,"  he  said. 


Jackson  Mayor  Dale  Danks  proclaims  April  23  as  Bible  Day  in 
the  capitol  city  in  conjunction  with  the  Bible  Festival  at  First 
Church,  Jackson.  The  Biole  Festival  was  incorporated  as  part  of  the 
Mississippi  Arts  Festival  to  celebrate  the  world  of  the  Bible, 
according  to  David  Roddy,  First  Church  minister  of  education. 


The  March  25  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record  states  that  First 
Church,  Greenwood,  is  installing  air  conditioning  and  "it  is 
believed  that  this  is  the  first  church  in  Mississippi  to  nave  this  fea¬ 
ture."  Information  was  later  received  that  Main  Street  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  was  air  conditioned  in  1947. 
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Then  I  asked,  "Is  either  of 
those  positions  taught  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon?  ff  not,  then 
either  the  Book  of  Mormon  is 
wrong  or  Mormonism  is  wrong!" 

I  hastened  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  title  page  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  the  Testimony 
of  the  Three  Witnesses,  Mosian 
15:1-5;  Alma  11:22-29,  44; 
Mormon  9:9-11;  Moroni  8:18 
and  a  dozen  and  more  other 
places  taught  my  concept  of 
God  rather  than  what  Mor- 
when  he  is  baptized  as  soon  as  ing  "that  they  (Biblical  writ-  monism  teaches, 
possible  after  his  eighth  birthday,  ings)  have  not  come  down  to  us  I  quickly  turned  to  Alma 


Guest  Opinion: 

n| Are  Mormons  like  us? 
Don't  you  believe  it! 

By  John  L.  Smith,  founder 
_ I  Utah  Missions,  Inc. 
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Divinity  school  taps  Mississippian  for  visitor  board 

WINSTON-SALEM,  N.C.  of  news 
(ABP  and  local  reports)  —  Baptist  Press 
Jackson  attorney  Rebecca  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

\#iggs  is  among  14  people 
WaKe^  Forest 

year"*  Wiggs 

Wiggs  is  a 

member  of  Northminster 
Church,  Jackson,  and  also 
serves  on  the  board  of  directors 


service  Associated  nary  subjects  with  courses  taught  later  this 
based  .  in  by  the  faculty  from  the  universi-  To  da 
.  ty's;  undergraduate,  graduate,  raised  m< 
"We  are  glad  to  have  peopled  andppofessional  schools.  contribui 

of  (Wiggs')  caliber  on  the  board  ?  Tne  school  will  offer  the  toward  a 
providing  key  leadership  as  we  .  m^ter-qfrdivinity  degree.  complete 

build  toward  the  fall  1999  .  .  Eaaqlier  fois  year,  the  Henry  R.  renovatic 

opening  of  a  divinity  school  Luce  Foundation  of  New  York  the  site  o 

that  will  be  Christian  by  tradi-  awarded  the  school  $150,000  for  complete 

tion,  ecumenical  in  outlook,  developing  the  multidiscipli-  That  v\ 

and  Baptist  in  heritage,"  said  nary  courses  required  to  pre-  complete 

Bill  Leonard,  the  school's  dean,  pare  graduates  for  America's 

Each  member  will  serve  a  changing  congregations, 

four-year  term  on  the  new  Leonard  said  he  expects  the  ^ 

board.  school  to  open  with  five  facul- 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 
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Mississippi  natives  J.  Roger  Skelton  He  holds  the  bachelor  of  arts  degree  Mississippi  in  Hattiesburg  and 
and  Henry  E.  Love  will  receive  the  from  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton,  and  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton,  where  he 

Distinguished  Leadership  Award  from  the  both  master  of  religous  education  and  majored  in  Bible  and  social  studies.  He 

Southern  Baptist  Religious  Educators  doctor  of  education  degrees  from 
Association  (SBREA)  when  the  group  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth, 
meets  April  17  in  Atlanta.  Skelton  and  his  wife  of  56  years,  Bessie 

Skelton,  who  was  born  at  Geeville  in  (a  Rankin  County  native),  have  two  adult 

Prentiss  County  and  reared  in  Tippah  and  children  and  now  make  their  home  in 

Webster  Counties,  retired  in  1983  after  16  Nashville. 

years  as  professor  of  religious  education  Henry  E.  Love  has  served  since  1981  as 
at  Golden  Gate  Seminary  in  Mill  Valley,  executive  director  of  the  national  Baptist 
Calif.  Medical-Dental  Fellowship  in  Memphis. 

Before  joining  the  faculty  at  Golden  Earlier  in  his  four-decade  education  min- 
Gate  Seminary,  Skelton 
served  as  minister  of  educa¬ 
tion  at  First  Church  of  Van 
Nuys,  Calif.,  Cedar  Crest 
Church  in  Dallas,  and  First 
Church,  Jonesboro,  Ark. 

He  also  served  on  the 
staff  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  in  Nashville,  five 
years  in  the  Sunday  School 
department,  ana  three 
years  in  the  church  training 
department. 

He  is  the  author  of 
numerous  articles  and  cur¬ 
riculum  units  for  Southern 
Baptist  periodicals,  and  he 
wrote  tne  teacher's  guide 

for  the  Seminary  Extension  course,  "The  istry,  he  served  on  the  staff  of  First 
Pastor  as  a  Person."  Church,  Jackson,  under  the  pastorate  of 

Skelton  was  SBREA  president  in  1980-  W.A.  Hewitt. 

81  and  also  was  elected  to  a  pair  of  vice-  Love  is  a  Hattiesburg  native.  He 


served  as  SBREA  president  from  1965-66, 
and  was  also  president  of  a  number  of 
local  and  regional  religious  education 
organizations. 

A  regular  instructor  at  Ridgecrest 
Conference  Center  in  North  Carolina  and 
Glorieta  Conference  Center  in  New 
Mexico,  Love  and  his  wife  of  58  years.  Ora 
Lee,  have  two  adult  children  and  now 
make  their  home  in  Memphis. 

I  Ora  Lee  Love,  a  native  of 
Alabama,  attended  Mississippi 
Woman's  College  —  now  William 
Carey  College  —  in  Hattiesburg, 
where  she  served  as  student  body 
president. 

Bill  Cromer  is  the  third  and  final 
recipient  of  this  year's  award.  He 
was  a  faculty  member  at  Southern 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  for  four 
decades,  retiring  in  199/  as  senior 

_ c _ _  c  _T_  _ _  j _ «! _ 


■■  According  to  ’'Journal/'  an  SBREA 
publication,  criteria  for  nomination 
for  the  Distinguished  Leader  Award 
include  a  record  of  participation  in  reli¬ 
gious  education  associations;  SBREA 
membership  and  participation;  and  sub¬ 
stantial  service  in  Christian  educational 
attended  the  University'"  of  Southern  ministries 


Skelton 


president  terms. 


larch  increase 

ithem  Baptist  Convention 


vo  *nnS 


*  WorT<*'° 


The  Baptist  Record 


April  9, 1998 


Campolo  issues  challenge  to  MC  students 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor _ 

Anthony  Campolo,  author,  speaker,  and 
professor  of  sociology  at  Eastern  Baptist 
College  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  challenged 
the  student  body  of  Mississippi  College 
(MC)  on  April  1  to  minister  ana  reach  out 
to  the  poor. 


CAMPOLO  SPEAKS  —  Tony 
Campolo  (right)  talks  with 
Christy  Connerly  (left),  a 
Mississippi  college  (MC)  senior 
elementary  education  major 
from  Grenada,  and  other  stu¬ 
dents  after  speaking  at  the 
Baptist  Student  Union  spon¬ 
sored  campus  revival  on  the 
MC  campus  in  Clinton. 
Campolo,  a  popular  author  and 
speaker,  is  professor  of  sociolo¬ 
gy  at  Eastern  Baptist  College, 
Philadelphia,  Penn.  (Photo  by 
Carl  M.  White) 


Campolo  was  on  MC's  Clinton  campus  on 
the  evening  of  April  1  for  a  Baptist  Student 
Union-sponsored  campus  revival  and  on  the 
morning  of  April  2  for  regular  chapel  services 
in  Swor  Auditorium  on  the  campus. 

"Everybody  needs  a  mission,  to  choose  a 
commitment.  'Self'  is  not  out  there  waiting 
to  be  discovered  from  introspection. 
Selfhood  is  waiting  to  be  created,  and  there 
is  only  one  way  to  create  self  or  identity:  by 
what  you  are  committed  to,"  Campolo  said. 

He  told  of  being  raised  in  an  Italian 
household,  and  being  repeatedly  told  by  his 
mother  to  serve  Jesus  by  serving  the  poor. 

"People  used  to  ask  me  how  I  was  called 
to  the  ministry.  I  would  answer,  'My  mother 
called  me  to  the  ministry/"  Campolo  said. 

"Why  not  a  mother?  Everyone  else  is  try¬ 
ing  to  tell  you  how  to  live  your  life.  What's 
wrong  with  a  parent  who  says,  'As  for  me 


Burroughs  set  to  address  wives 
at  SBC  meet  in  Salt  Lake  City 


Author/speaker  Esther  Burroughs 
will  keynote  the  1998  Southern 

Baptist  Minister's _ __ 

Wives  Conference 
and  Luncheon  at  12 
noon  on  June  9 
during  the  1998 
annual  meeting  of 
the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention 
in  Salt  Lake  City. 

The  theme  of  the 

conference  and  _ 

luncheon  is  "A  Burroughs 
Woman's  Journey 
—  Embracing  the  Past,  Engaging  the 
Future." 

Burroughs,  through  her  "Esther 
Burroughs  Minis  tries  ^Treasures  of  the 
Heart"  organization,  travels  through¬ 
out  the  US.  and  Canada  speaking  to 
women  about  family,  love,  and  mar- 
riafrk,  missions,  ministry,  lifestyle  wit- 

nessS^and  servanthood. 

A  native  of  Calgary,  Alberta, 


Canada,  she  served  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  (now 
North  American  Mission  Board)  as 
national  women's  evangelism  consul¬ 
tant  and  as  assistant  director  of  the 
Special  Mission  Ministries  Department. 

Earlier,  she  was  director  of  campus 
ministries  at  Samford  University  in 
Birmingham. 

Her  books  include: 

—  "A  Garden  Path  to  Mentoring: 
Planting  Your  Life  in  Another" 

—  Releasing  the  Fragrance  of 
Christ" 

—  "Empowered." 

Tickets  to  the  conference  and  lun¬ 
cheon  is  $12  per  person  if  oidered 
before  May  19,  ana  $14  per  person  at 
the  annual  meeting.  Make  checks 
payable  to  Southern  Baptist  Ministers 
Wives  Conference  ana  mail  to  Jane 
Sanders,  1301  Colorado  Drive, 
Benbrook,  TX  76126. 

A  self-addressed,  stamped  enve¬ 
lope  is  required  for  ticket  return. 


and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord,.'" 

Campolo  told  trf  research  he  conducted 
on  the  differenc^'betw€^rww^Japanese 
and  American  mothers  rafib  tbeh^cnild’ten. 

"I  asked  both  grotrpsmfe  j^me  duestion, 
'What  do  ,you  want  your'  kijSs/fo  tie  when 
they  grow ‘life?7  '  9nr*  r>  t  •Le*,n  >■ 

"The  Japanese  mothers,  almost  every¬ 
one  of  them,  said,  'I  want  my  child  to  be 
successful.'  The  American  mothers  said,  'I 
want  my  child  to  be  happy.' 

"My  father  used  to  tell  me  he  wanted  me 
to  grow  up  and  be  good.  Good,  successful, 
happy?  What  about  being  committed? 

"There  is  one  part  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  that  every  American  knows 
.by  heart.  That  is,  the  'pursuit  of  happiness' 
is  our  inalienable  right. 

"Christianity  is  not  about  making  you 
happy  or  successful.  Jesus  said  if  you  fol¬ 
low  me,  you'll  have  to  take  up  a  cross." 

Instead  of  the  pursuit  of  self  interest, 
Campolo  challenged  the  students  to  seek 
ways  to  serve,  especially  to  serve  the  poor. 

''There  are  over  900  verses  in  the  Bible 
that  call  people  to  respond  to  the  needs  of 
the  poor,  he  said. 

He  told  of  once  talking  to  a  poor  man 
whose  beard  contained  food  crumbs  and 
who  smelled  awful. 

"I  asked  the  man  what  I  could  do  for 
him.  I  expected  hipi  to  say  'Give  me  five 
dollars/"  Campoldkecounted. 

Instead,  the  man  asked  for  a  hug. 

"I  wished  he  had  asked  for  the  five  dol¬ 
lars!  I  hugged  him,  and  he  wouldn't  let  go. 
Then  I  realized,  this  was  no  bum  I  was 
holding  in  my  arms. 

"I  heard  a  voice  in  the  eternal  now  say¬ 
ing,  'I  was  hungry  and  you  fed  me.  I  was 
naked  and  you  clothed  me.  I  was  a  bum 
and  you  met  me  on  the  street. 

If  you  failed  to  do  it  for  the  bum  on  the 
street,  you  failed  to  do  it  unto  me,'" 
Campolo  pointed  out. 

"You  Baptists  think  you  have  judgement 
day  all  figured  out,"  Campolo  said,  sug¬ 
gesting  Southern  Baptists  are  counting  on 
their  doctrinal  purity  and  correctness. 

"When  you  get  to  heaven,  they're  not 
going  to  ask  you,  'OK,  now,  what  about  the 
virgin  birth?  Do  you  strongly  agree,  some¬ 


what  agree,  disagree?'  No!  That's  not  the 
questions  we'll  be  asked. 

"The  Bible  has  already  given  us  the 
questions  in  Matthew  25.  Instead  of  'Do 

}'ou  have  a  personal  relationship  with 
esus?'  Jesus  changed  the  game. 

"If  you  do  not  nave  a  personal  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  poor  and  oppressed,  you  can¬ 
not  have  a  personal  relationship  with 
Jesus,"  Campolo  said. 

"Your  momma  sent  you  to  college  to  get 
a  good  education,  right?"  Campolo  asked. 
"That  is  so  you  can  get  a  good  —  what?" 
The  audiance  answered.  Job." 

Campolo  continued,  "So  you  can  earn 
lots  of  —  ?" 

"Money,"  the  students  responded. 

"So  you  can  buy  lots  of  stuff,"  Campolo 
said. 

"Is  that  what  Christian  education  is  all 
about?  Christian  education  is  equipping 
young  people  to  serve  others  in  the  name 
of  Jesus.  Most  Christian  colleges  train  and 
equip  you  to  climb  the  ladder  of  success," 
he  said. 

;  Campolo  related  the  story  of  a  pre-med 
student  named  Charlie  who  went  with  him 
on  a  mission  trip  to  Haiti. 

Charlie  was  so  turned  on  by  helping  the 

Koor  he  promised  that  after  medical  school 
e  was  going  to  come  back  and  "make  a 
difference." 

Several  years  later,  Campolo  met 
Charlie  in  an  airport.  "He  had  made  it.  He 
was  a  doctor.  He  told  me  about  going  to 
church  and  how  much  he  loved  Jesus. 

"Do  you  know  what  he  was  doing?  He 
was  doing  cosmetic  surgery,  the  kina  that 
makes  no  difference. 

"I  said,  'Stop  it  Charlie.  Look  at  you.  You 
had  a  dream,  but  you  sold  out.  You  have  trad¬ 
ed  your  dream  for  a  Jacuzzi  and  a  porsche.' 

''The  church  is  full  of  people  who  have 
sold  out,  who  say  they  are  followers  of 
Jesus  but  are  only  believers  in  Jesus," 
Campolo  said. 

Campolo  challenged  the  students.  "Are 
your  dreams  and  visions  worthy  of  Christ? 
Are  you  going  for  titles,  or  for  testimonies?" 

"Try  and  get  both,"  he  said,  "but  if  you 
have  to  choose,  forget  the  title  and  go  for 
the  testimony." 


Campolo:  Beware  of  'nit-picking' 

A  r  a  .  1  *  jl  •  1  y-h  %  __  _  _ 


After  speaking  April  1  at  the  Baptist 
Student  Union-sponsored  campus  revival 
on  the  Mississippi  College  campus  in 
Clinton,  author  /  preacher  /  sociologist 
Tony  Campolo  talked  with  The  Baptist 
Record  associate  editor  Carl  M.  White. 
Among  Campolo 's  comments: 

BR  -  As  you  trai^el  around  the  country 


BR  -  Is  there  anything  else  you  would  like 
to  say  to  100,000  Mississippi  Baptists? 

Campolo  - 1  want  Mississippi  Baptists, 
and  Baptists  everywhere,  north  and 
south,  to  understand  that  you  cannot  ful¬ 
fill  the  Great  Commission  until  you  fulfill 
the  Great  Commandment. 

I'm  worried  about  Baptists  in 

A  MZ _  •  «  n  .  .  .  *  . 


,  7  - -  .7 -  -*w.**p**  '■VMiniy  A  Ml  WU111CU  dUUUl  DdOUblS 

speaking  on  college  campuses,  what  are  you  Mississippi,  and  Baptists  everywhere 

(VKmHIlff?  TU _  _ I  >  '  «  «  i;  i  < 


observing? 

Campolo  -  I  see  kids  who  want  to  be 
Christians  but  don't  know  how.  Kids  are  in 


They  seemed  to  be  burdened  down 
with  theological  nit-picking  and  in  the 


process  are  los 
pie  who  are  he 
I’m  worri 
Mississippi,  an 

reducing  the  < 
Party  platform 
political  goals 


their  sensitivity  to  peo- 
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Analysis:  Communism  down,  but  not  out 


By  Erich  Bridges 

International  Mission  Board 


a  ^npffern  Dante  who 
"forbjas  according  Jo  Bemard- 

Henri J Myjfc,  gne  <}f  many  former 
Marxists  ,m  ^Jfest  fqi^lly  shfifen  awake 
by ^he  Wrifecj swords,  t  '  „  ,v 

"We  needed  a  'Divine  Comedy'  to  rep¬ 
resent  hell,  the  modem  hell  of  the  gulag," 


sale  executions;  later  the  victims  were  left 
to  rot  in  camps.  But  to  this  very  day  the 
persecution  continues  inexorably." 

Communism  is  the  deadliest  modem 
ideology  to  attempt  to  evict  God  from 
to  rep-  human  affairs.  It  is  far  from  the  only  one. 

Nazism.  Fascism.  Darwinism. 
Freudianism.  Behaviorism.  Existentialism. 
"  —  a  drug  Of  its  many  targets,  communism  always  Materialism.  Secular  humanism. 

>ressors  to  has  been  "most  ruthless  of  all  in  its  treat-  God  is  missing  from  these  philosophies; 

leir  slavery,  ment  of  Christians,"  Solzhenitsyn  wrote  in  man  is  variously  the  godlike  center  of  all 

t  of  Marx’s  1980.  "In  the  early  years  this  meant  whole-  things,  a  simmering  collection  of  physical 

— ^ — k  ^P00868'  or  311  absurd  accident  in 
n  I  a  random  universe. 

?een  I  Man  cannot  live  by  bread 

by  a  /■  tit  |  1  I  alone.  The  hunger  for  God  aches 


Southwestern 
adds  Islamic 
studies  prof 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP) 

—  As  Islam  continues  rapidly 
to  gain  a  foothold  in  the  United 
States,  Southwestern  Seminary 
continues  to  respond,  this  time 
by  appointing  a  full  professor 
for  its  Islamic  studies  program, 
the  only  program  of  its  kind 
among  Southern  Baptist  educa¬ 
tional  institutions. 

"Islam  is  no  longer  limited  to 
the  Middle  East;  it  is  in  our  own 
backyard  and  our  pastors  and 
lay  people  are  not  equipped  to 
deal  with  it,"  said  Samuel 
Shahid,  who  was  named  a  full 
professor  of  missions  March  1 0. 
Shahid  has  taught  Islamic 
courses  as  an  adjunct  professor 
at  Southwestern  since  1 988.  ? 


too  deeply.  So  even  people  who 
reject  him  seek  substitutes,  like 
the  worship  of  self,  or  nature,  or 
drugs,  or  New  Age  idols. 

All  are  counterfeits,  like  the  "New 
Man"  promised  by  communism. 
None  fills  the  emptiness  within. 

That's  why  Christians  should 
re-evangelize  file  West  while  they 
reach  out  to  untouched  regions. 

The  gospel,  effectively  commu¬ 
nicated,  could  prevent  the  emer- 

§ence  of  another  ideology  as 
estructive  as  communism. 


This  analysis  is  not  a  political 
statement.  Southern  Baptist 


Reconciliation  speaker  presents 
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Baptist  College  News 


J.  Millard  Purl  (fourth  from 
left),  pastor  of  Hebron  Church, 
Mississippi  Association,  was 
honored  March  28  for  20 
years  of  service  as  pastor  of 
Hebron  Church,  for  50  years 
in  the  mfnistry,  and  for  his  81st 
birthday.  Joining  the  church  in 
honoring  Purl  were  family 
members  (back  row,  from  left) 
daughter-in-law  Amy  Purl,  son 
John  Purl,  daughter  Millie 
Zeigler,  grandchildren  Mel¬ 
anie  and  Daniel  Zeigler,  (front 
row,  from  left)  granddaughters 
Lindsay  and  Laura  Purl,  and 
daughter  Charlotte  Purl. 
Millard  Purl's  wife  Velma  was 
unable  to  attend  due  to  illness. 
John  Purl  and  his  family  are 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
to  Africa  currently  furloughing 
in  Baton  Rouge. 


Marjorie  F.  Ellis,  wife  of  Wes  died  March  19  in  Rome,  Ga. 
Ellis,  who  served  as  pastor  of  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
Goodwater,  Magee,  of  First  Pleasant  Hope  Church,  Sliver 
Church,  Leakesville,  and  of  Creek,  Ga.,  where  he  is  current- 
Handsboro  Church,  Gulfport,  ly  pastor. 


First  Church,  Tupelo,  recently  licensed  Jason  Marlin  to  the  min¬ 
istry.  Marlin,  son  of  Jerry  and  Delba  Marlin,  is  a  student  at  Blue 
Mountain  College.  Pictured  with  Marlin  is  Gayle  Alexander,  pastor. 


Midway,  Meridian:  April  19- 
22;  two  services  each  day,  11  a.m.- 
12  noon  and  7  p.m.;  Stan 
Weatherford,  Fairhope,  Ala., 
evangelist;  Sandi  Sartor,  Brandon, 
music;  Kei(Ji  Grubbs,  pastor. 

Antioch,  Columbus:  April 
19-24;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6:30 
p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.; 

Saturday,  concert  at  7  p.m.; 
Johnny  Barrack,  evangelist. 

McDonald,  Lena:  April  16- 
18;  7  p.m.;  Carroll  RoDerson, 
evangelist. 

Liberty  Hill,  Pope:  April  19- 
22;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Tommy 
Mitchell,  Pearl,  evangelist;  J.  L. 
Bailey,  pastor. 


Faith,  Jackson:  April  19-22; 
Sunday,  10:50  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  9:30  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  John  Bewley,  evangelist; 
Kick  Sills,  music;  Buddy 
Wagner,  pastor. 

Broadmoor,  Gulfport:  April 
26-29;  services,  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  6:30  p.m.  nightly;  Donnie 
Guy,  evangelist;  Lucky 
Langston,  Gulfport,  music; 
Gerald  H.  Walker,  pastor. 

Bayou  View,  Gulfport:  May 

3-6;  Experiencing  Goa 
Revival;  lay-led  with  Don  Ball, 


First  Church,  Tupelo,  recently  licensed  Brian  Smothers  to  the 
ministry.  Smothers,  son  of  David  and  Jenny  Smothers,  is  a  student  at 
Samtord  University,  Birmingham,  Ala.  Pictured  with  Smothers  is 
Gayle  Alexander,  pastor. 


Revival  Results 


Blythe  Creek,  Mathiston: 
March  22-25;  John  Foies, 
Maben,  evangelist;  Sandra 
Williams,  Mathiston,  music; 
one  profession  of  faith;  two 
by  letter;  Danny  Irvin,  pastor. 

lyiertown  (Walthall): 
March  29- April  1;  Jerry 
Mixon,  Luceaale,  evangelist; 
Hugh  Plunkett,  Clarksdale, 
music;  11  professions  of  faith; 
four  by  letter;  David  L. 
Sellers,  pastor. 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


William  Carey  Colli 

present  the  South 
Regional  Music  Therap 
shop  April  17  and  18  from  7:30 
a.m.  until  5:30  p.m.  at  Pecan 
Shadows  in  Lumberton. 

Registration  will  begin  at  7:30 
a.m.  in  the  lobby.  Anyone  who  WCC,  Mississi 
works  with  persons  with  handi-  of  Metal  pj 
capping  conditions  or  people  Regional 
interested  in  music  therapy  are  Mississippi  Chapte 
invited  to  attend  the  workshops  American  Association  on  Mental  E 
The  registration  fee  is  $30.  For  Retardation.  The  registration  fee  9'. 
more  information,  contact  Paul  of  $10  includes  the  luncheon.  For 
Cotten  at  (601)  582-6416.  additional  information  or  regis-  m 

tration  materials  contact  Paul  ■ 
William  Carey  College  Cotten  at  (601)  582-6416.  H 

(WCO  will  host  the  14th  annual 

conference  on  the  Elderly  |  H  H 

Mentally  Handicapped  host  the  annual  Minister's  Golf 

Mississippians  April  24  from  8:30  Tournament  May  18  at  1  p.m. 
a.m.  until  4:30  pm.  in  the  Kresge  and  May  19  at  6  a.m.  at  the 
Room  of  the  Thomas  Business  Timberton  Golf  Course  in 
Building  on  Hattiesburg  cam-  Hattiesburg.  Entry  fee  for  the 
pus.  Mary  Harper,  formerly  with  tournament  is  $90  pa1  player.  A 
the  National  Institute  on  Mental  $30  deposit  is  due  by  April  23. 
Health,  will  deliver  the  keynote  The  college  will  provide  free 
address.  Matt  Janicki  of  the  New  lodging  on  campus  and  a  com- 


;e  will  York  Office  of  Mental  plimentary  meal  will  be  served 
entral  Retardation/Developmental  on  Monday  evening.  For  more 
work-  Disability  will  also  present  a  ses-  information  and  reservations  call 
sion,  "State  of  the  Art  Services  for  Larry  Kennedy  at  (601 )  582-6115. 
elderly  persons  with  a  develop¬ 
mental  disability."  Mississippi  *  College 

The  seminar  is  sponsored  by  Department  of  Music  will  pre- 
>i  Department  sent  the  Concert  Ringers  in  con- 
ilth,  Boswell  cert  April  14  at  8:15  p.m.  in 
Center,  and  the  Provine  Chapel.  For  additional 
■r  cf  the  information  contact  the 
lent  of  Music  at  (601) 


It  Cushions  it  Baptistries 
*  Steeples  it-Renovation 
it  Pews  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
(New  and  Used) 


Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricinc 


William 


Southeastern  Bus  Co 

Clinton,  MS 
1  -800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


April  9, 1998 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 
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HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication. 


\ 998  Growing  Churches  Conferences 


Growing  Churches 
Through  Bible  Study 
July  23-25 

Seminars  on  total  church  growth 
with  an  emphasis 
on  Sunday  School. 


Guest  Speaker 

Sam  Cotter,  director  of 
Sunday  School  Dept., 
Colorado  Baptist 
Convention 


Guest  Speaker 

Rex  Yancey, 
pastor  of 
FBC,  Pascagoula 


Growing  Churches 
Through  Discipleship 
July  30- Aug.  1 

Seminars  on  total  church  growth 
with  an  emphasis  on 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry. 

For  reservation  Information,  contact  Frank  Simmons,  manager,  Guifshore  Baptist  Assembly, 

100  First  Street,  Pass  Christian,  MS  39571-3299 
Telephone:  (228)  452-7261  Fax:  (228)  452-7263 
NOTE:  Mastercard  and  Visa  can  be  used  for  reservations  and  payment  of  bill. 


Both  Growing  Churches 
conferences  Include: 

Six  Study  Sessions  Led  by  Specialists 

Three  Dynamic  Worship  Services 

Sam  Cotter  will  be  preaching  during  the  Bible 
Study  emphasis 

•  Rex  Yancey  will  be  preaching  during  the 
Disdpleship  emphasis 

•  Gordon  Alford  will  be  the  worship  leader 
musician  during  the  Disdpleship  emphasis 

TeamKID  Clubs  for  All  Children 

TeamKID  Clubs  for  Older  Preschoolers 

Family  Time  on  Friday  Afternoons 

Demonstration  Lab  School  for  Younger 
Preschoolers 

Discipling  Bible  Study  for  Youth 


Chaplain's  Spring  Retreat 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Chaplain's  Association  will  hold  its  annual  Spring  Retreat  at  Guifshore  Baptist  Assembly, 
Pass  Christian.  It  will  begin  at  5:00  p.m.,  Friday,  May  1,  and  continue  through  lunch  on  Saturday,  May  2, 1998. 

James  E.  Hightower,  Jr.,  director,  pastoral  counseling  division  of  The  McFarland  Institute  of  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  will  be  the  speaker.  He  has  served  as  minister  of  pastoral  care,  FBC,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  a  consultant  in  the 
Church  Administration  Department,  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  Editor  of  Proclaim  (national  preaching  journal  of 
the  SBC),  has  written  for  numerous  publications  and  led  training  in  pastoral  care  skills. 


Super  Summer  d& 

July  20-24 

^Mississippi  College,  Clinton 

With 

'Rjek  CaEbWelL 


Outreach  / \vJarenes5  Strategy  "Tour 

.  , ,  9  a.m.-^bloon 
7-9  p.m. 

'Please  note  time  change  since  the  biary  Was  printed. 

Conference  Locations 

April  13  First  Baptist  Church,  Vicksburg 
April  14  First  Baptist  Church,  Natchez 
April  16  First  Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven 


Hired  of  outreach  events  that  don't  seem  to  work?  Weary  of  getting  peo¬ 
ple  to  come  to  outreach  nights?  Are  you  confused  about  what  to  do  to 
reach  your  neighborhood?  We  want  to  help.  The  Outreach 
Awareness/Strategyl^df^sdesigned  to  help-you  develop  a  strategy  to  reach 
your  communityr'ihe  mqmirTig  session;  frorrr^  a-nv-noon  is,  ^specifically  for  pas¬ 
tors  and  key4eadervahd ^iS'desicjped  to  h'eTffyoLrbegio  devetoping^purposeful 
and  perytfnal  strategy-bas^don  the  particular  situation  GocT+^s  placed  you  in. 
That  evening,  from'  7 -^.p.  m.,-we  want  you  to  bring  all  of  your  leagers  and  \^e 
will  have  age  gr6up. conferences  that  wiH  help  them  focus  on  teaching  t)\e  spe¬ 
cial  needs/of  tk>at  age  grdup  We  hope  that  by  the  end  of  the  day  y&u  wifi  have 


Make  aSOifference ^ 

Super  Summer 
/Missis  sM  p  p  i 


For  more  information,  call  the  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department  at  1-800-748-1651. 


Learning  about 
Peer  Pressure 


Don't  Miss  Out  On  This 
Special  Opportunity  to  Make 
Some  Wonderful  Memories! 


Older  Children’s  Retreat 
Gulfsbore  Baptist  Assembly 
July  16-18. 1998 
Cost:S?5 


Registration  Form  ^ 

GA  Father/Daughter  Overnight  —  Camp  Garaywa 
April  17-18, 1998 
Cost:  $23  per  person 
Deadline:  Monday,  April  13, 1998 

Begins  Friday  at  5  p.m.  and  ends  Saturday  at  noon. 


Father's  Name 
Address _ 


Daughter's  Name  _ 

Phone  Number 
State  _ _ Zi 


This  retreat  is  especially  for  children 
who  have  completed  grades  4-6  and  their 
leaders.  A  registration  form  is  available 
in  the  1998  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
Information  Brochure.  To  obtain  a 
brochure,  call  Gulfshore  Baptist 
Assembly  at  (228)  452-7261. 


City _ : _ ; _ 

In  case  of  emergency  contact/phone  number 
Church  Name 


_ Association 

Amount  Enclosed:  $23  x  No.  of  persons  _ 


(total) 


Make  checks  payable  to:  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Mail  ta  WMU  GA  Father/Daughter  Overnight,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


Central  Hills 
Summer  Camp  - 
It’s  Time  for  Fun! 


I 


1995  GA  Surra  Camp  Date 


June  1-5 
June  5-12 
June  15-19 
June  22-26 
June  29-July  3 
July  6-10 
July  13-17 
July  20-24 


GA’s  grades  I  and  2 
Mofhcr/Daughter 
Overnight: 

June  l£20 

GA’s  grades  1-6 
Hother/Daughter 
Overnight:  July  10-11 
ActeensCamp:  July 
24-26 


If  you  arc  interested 
in  attending  comp 
or  bringing  a  group, 
call  the  mu  Dept, 
at  1-500-745-1651 
or  965-3500 
for  more 
information. 


1 998  Senior  Adult 
Retreats 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
“Equipping  Seniors  for  Service” 


I 


f 


CHALLEN4 


June  15-19 
June  22-26 
June  29-July  3 


July  13-17 
July  20-24 
Jufy  27-31 


June  26- 


tkm  form,  contact  Central 
Baptist  Retreat  at  601 

Associatlonal  Offices, 

. 

Brotherhood  Department  c 
Church  offices. 

(You  may  make  copies  of 
registration.) 


May  19-22  ($118  each) 


May  25-27  ($81.50  each) 


May  28-30  ($81.50  each) 


Sponsored  by  the  Discipleship  &  Family  Ministry  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Registration  Form 

Senior  Adult  Retreats 


Mail  after  March  1  along  with  a  $30  deposit  per  senior  adult  to: 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  100  First  Street, 

Pass  Christian,  MS  39571,  or  call  228-452-7261. 

Name _ 

Phone - 

Address  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ — ^ 1——1B 

City  /State/Zip  _ 

Church/Association _ 


_ Sr.  Adult  I 


_ Sr.  Adult  II  _ Sr.  Adult  III 


P'tAy.  tfo*  fa*,...  April  9-23,  1998 


Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1  -800-787-PRAY 


There  are  over  40,000  regis¬ 
tered  taxi  cabs  in  Taipei, 
Taiwan.  Pray  that  efforts  to  • 
place  audio  gospel  and 
Scripture  tapes  in  the  hands  of 
these  drivers  will  be  successful. 


Lay  Renewal  revivals  are  taking 
place  in  a  number  of  our 
Mississippi  churches  sponsored 
by  the  Brotherhood.  Pray 
especially  for  the  one  in  Alta 
Woods  Church,  Jackson,  May 
1-3. 


Missionaries  to  Brazil,  John  and 
Kathy  Vaughn,  want  to  thank 
those  of  us  who  prayed  for 
them  during  the  VBS  and  "Five 
Languages  of  Love"  seminar  in 
March.  Where Kathk^isited  in 


For  the  Outreach  AwarenesV 
Strategy  tour;  FBC,  Vicksburg; 
sponsored  by  tfie  SS  Dept.  State 
Bible  Drills;  FBC,  Biloxi/FBC, 
Senatobia;  sponsored  by 
Discipleship  and  Family 


For  Church  Facilities  Workshop; 
Parkway  BC,  Clinton;  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Church  Building 
Service.  Outreach 
Awareness/Strategy  Tour;  FBC, 
ly  the  SS 
Is;  FBC, 
jpnwood; 
ship  and 


Three  Tswana  students  current¬ 
ly  attend  the  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  of  Zimbabwe.  They 
are  planning  to  return  to  their 
homeland,  Botswana,  after  they 
graduate.  jVayjfcn  they  will 
help  ouffi  issifcaries  begin 
new  work!  diffingkchool  holi¬ 
days  amolg  tflbJAvana  people 
of  southern  Zimbabwe. 


For  the  Outreach  Awareness/ 
Strategy  Tour;  FBC, 
Brookhaven;  sponsored  by  the 
SS  Dept.  State  Bible  Drills; 
FBC,  Tupelo/Calvary  BC, 
Tupelo;  Sflonsaggd  by 
DiscipMlip  EdTamily 
Ministry.! 


For  State  Bible  Drills;  FBC, 
StarkvilleCalvary  BC,  Starkville; 
sponsored  by  Discipleship  and 
Family  Ministry.  GA  Father/ 
Daughter  Overnight;  Camp 
Garaywa;  soonsjjDgy?y  the 

BroadcaairlxaM^BC 
Jackson;  spjisortf  by  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Broadcast  Services. 


For  State  Bible  Drills; 

Ridgecrest  BC,  Madison/FBC, 
Clinton;  sponsored  by 
Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry.  Ask  the  Lord  to  grant 
wisdom  and  favprjn  those  who 
are  curreHty  sfcmfc  the  love  of 
Christ  in 


Ministry. 


Dept.  State'lfcli 
Brookhaven/fB( 
sponsored  btlD 
Family  Ministry. 


who  attended  VBS  tyro  families 
accepted  the  mieim  Bible 
studies  in  their  homes. 


Conference;  (imp  CSlhyw 
sponsored  by  Chu&fe^flmi 
istration-Pastoral  Ministries. 


For  Cooperative  Program  day 
(Stewardship  Emphasis). 
Rejoice  with  Mississippi 
Baptists  for  1997’s  outstanding 
year  of  Cooperative  giving.  As 
our  churchy  "  ‘  — 

ating,  we  ha\ 
of  reaching  o 
Mississippi  ai 
Christ. 


For  State  Bible  Drills;  FBC, 
Meridian/FBC,  Hattiesburg; 
sponsored  by  Discipleship  and 
Family  Ministry.  Start 
Something  New  Rally;  Camp 
Garaywa;  ^OhodtPby  the 
Witness  Tean^  |  1 


For  State  Bible  Drill;  FBC, 
Wiggins;  sponsored  by 
Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry.  Senior  Adult  Choir 
Festival;  Emmanuel  BC, 
Grenada;  gRftwoof  by  Church 


Join  Baptist  representatives 
Russell  and  Melinda  Kyzar  in 
giving  thanks  to  God  that  a 
woman  attending  the  Friday 
evening  Bible  study  in  Moscow 

Please  pra^ktlej/usband 
will  alst^gMorWp^God's  love 


"For  Pastors  Only"  Bible 
Leadership  Retreat;  Eagle  Ridge 
Conf.  Center,  Raymond;  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Bible  Study  Team. 
Pray  for  the  handful  of  Mongol 


:hance 

(ringing 


Music  Depai 


China 


to  cross  fhejpbn 
to  share 
Inner  MmtgoTia. 


2 1st  CentuO 


Reservation  Requests 
Preschool/ Children  Leadership  Festival 
May  1-2, 1998 

Iqdhidual  Request 

Mr:,  Mrs.,  Miss  _ 

Phone  _  .•  .. 

Address 

City  _ _ _ 

State. _ Zip 


3:00  p.m.  Registration  begins 
3:30  p.m.  Early  Bird  Shift 
4:30  p.m.  Early  Bird  Shift 
5:00  p.m.  Supper  begins 
6:30  p.m.  “Ground  Breaking” 

7:00  p.m.  “Foreman’s  Report”  - 
Willa  Ruth  Garlow 
8:15  p.m.  Tool  and  Trade  Show 

Tool  Show:  12  interactive 
booths  on  Preschool  and 
Children  Activities 
Trade  Show:  Baptist  Book 
Store  plus  vendors  to  aid 
in  your  ministry. 

9:15  p.m.  Show’s  Over 


Church  Group  Request 

Church _ _ 

Phone  _ _ _ 

Address  _ 

City  _ _ 

State _ 


Contact  Person 


Registration  fee:  $12.50  each 
Total  Reservations  for  Program  Fee 
_ Number 


.Amount 


Preschool/Children  Leadership  Festival 

A  Conference  for  Reaching  and 
Teaching  Future  Generations 

Trinity  Baptist  Church 
Southaven,  Mississippi 
May  1-2,  1998 

Registration  begins  3  p.m.  Friday 
Program  concludes  Saturday,  12:15  p.m. 

Program  fee:  $12.50 
Catfish  dinner  Friday  night:  $6 

A  ministry  of 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
Tennessee  Baptist  Convention,  and 
Arkansas  Baptist  Convention  / 

For  more  information,  calLthe Monday  S&h'ool 
Department  at  1  -80^-748-l*>5 1 . 


Catfish  Dinner 

Carriage  Hills  Baptist  Church,  Southaven 
Friday,  5-6:15  p.m. 

Catfish  Dinner:  $6  each 
Total  Reservations  for  Catfish  Dinner: 
_ Number 


.Amount 


Early  Bird  Shift 
2nd  Shift 
3rd  Shift 
4th  Shift 
Quittin’  Time 


Registration  deadline:  April  15,  1998 
Space  limited  to  1,000  persons 
No  refund  after  April  15, 1998 

Make  checks  payable  to: 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Mail  to: 

Linda  Reeves,  MBCB 
P.  O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


There  will  be  six  conference  periods  (shifts)  with 
a  total  of  25  conferences  for  Preschool,  Children, 
and  Weekday  teachers,  and  staff. 


Confirmation  letter  will  contain: 

Maps  to  Trinity  Baptist  Church,  and  Carriage  Hills 
Baptist  Church,  and  a  listing  of  hotels. 


HOLD  ON  TO  JESUS 


men,  "...sound  words,  those  The  church  is  us  when  ing  a  living,  recreation,  or 

our  Lord  Jesus  Christ..."  (1  Christ  is  our  Lord  and  Master.  I  Sunday  lunch  at  a  restaurant 

a.  6:3-5).  believe  love,  unity,  and  forgive-  rather  than  being  the  covenant 

[esus  said  in  John  17:22-23,  ness  are  our  personal  business  people  of  God. 
nd  the  glory  which  Thou  hast  as  it  is  the  business  of  PK.  It  we're  tired  of  die  sinfulness 

en  Mel  have  given  to  them;  Paul  Brummett  of  this  world  we  might  want  to 

t  they  may  be  one,  just  as  We  -  Madison  put  God's  Word  back  in  our  lives 

one;  I  in  them,  ana  Thou  in  and  put  worship  of  God  back  on 

‘,  that  they  may  be  perfected  our  priority  of  tne  Sabbath, 

unity,  that  the  world  may  TIRED  OF  SINFULNESS?  Bill  Jemigan,  pastor 

aw  that  Thou  didst  send  Me,  Pilgrims  Rest  Church 

i  didst  love  them,  even  as  Editor:  Crystal  Springs 

ou  didst  love  Me."  Many  people  blame  circum- 

We  thank  God  that  he  has  stances  today  on  El  Nino  or 

ened  our  eyes  to  his  Word,  "Mother  Nature."  REUNION  ANNOUNCED 

1  things  of  this  world,  and  We  need  to  see  that  disasters 
w  he  is  at  work.  May  he  con-  are  not  from  El  Nino,  but  El  Editor: 

ue  to  use  whatever  vehicle  he  Shaddai,  not  "Mother  Nature"  All  summer  missionaries  in 
desires  to  speak  to  his  people,  but  Father  God.  1988  at  the  Gano  Mission 

Victor  and  Debbie  Horn  God's  Word  is  clear  that  he  Center  in  inner  city  Houston, 

Houston  judges  people  who  have  turned  are  invited  to  a  10-year  reunion. 

from  him.  Send  your  address  to:  Julie 

People  often  say,  "God  does-  Ford  Davis,  2100  Skillman 
n't  work  that  way  anymore."  Drive,  Garland,  TX  75041. 
God  tells  us,  "I,  the  Lora,  never  Telephone:  (972)  278-7849.  E- 
change."  (Mai.  3:6)  Since  God  mail:  julied3@juno.com. 
never  changes,  he  works  the  Julie  Ford  Davis 
same  way  always.  Garland,  TX 

When  we  begin  to  make  the 

connection  between  people  turn-  HISTORY  INFO  NEEDED 
ing  from  God  and  calamities,  we 
will  begin  to  see  our  turning  as  Editor: 

an  act  mat  displeases  him.  Clarksdale  Baptist  Church 

The  people  of  God  have  will  be  having  their  Centennial 
turned  from  him  by  no  longer  Celebration  on  August  2, 1998. 
reading  and  implementing  his  At  this  time  we  are  trying  to 
Word  in  their  lives.  Some  will  complete  our  history  book  of 
say,  "  I  believe  God's  Word  but  the  cnurch. 
their  actions  and  words  say  We  would  like  for  anyone 
otherwise.  Perhaps  we  as  that  has  information  on 
Christians  need  to  return  to  Clarksdale  Baptist  Church,  pic- 
God's  standard  in  his  Word.  tures,  or  other  memorabilia 
People  have  turned  from  during  the  years  1898-1998  to 
keeping  the  Sabbath  holy,  share  them  with  us. 

Companies  exploit  the  work-  If  you  have  a  special  memo- 
ers'  need  to  worship  God  by  ry  or  a  "Remember  When"  to 
working  on  Sunday.  All  busi-  snare,  please  send  it  also, 
nesses  operate  on  Sunday  for  Label  all  material  so  that  we 


PK  IS  OBEDIENCE 


Did  someone  say, 
“Mountain  Top 
Experience?” 


First  Church,  Ripley,  has 
called  Albert 

W.  VVi I kerson  I 

as  pastor.  A  •*' 


Clarke 
Venable 
Memorial 
Church, 
Decatur,  has 
called  James 
Wilson  as 
minister  of 
education, 
outreach,  and 
youth  effec- 


Mountainl 
College,  New* 

Orleans 
Seminary,  and 
Luther  Rice  Se 

viously  served  at  Balmoral  Union  Church,  Raleigh,  has 
Churcn,  Memphis.  called 

'  Stephen!  8 

Forfer  as  pas-  I  Pj 

IL  JHaffllKlnilllll  tor  \  r  ’ 

h' '  March  1  \  hs  »  %  .. 

pri'ciiuis  placv  .’  v'  ‘*'1  jj 


yOUK„  T*;  Wilson 

bve  March  15. 

Wilkerson  Wilson  is  a  recent  graduate  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 


CONFERBCE  CENTER 


Come  join  ue  thie 
summer  at  Glorieta  for 
a  Summer  Conference 
and  Have  a  Mountain 
Top  Experience! 

Call.  1-600-797-4222 
for  reservation® 


of  service  was  IsAf" 
First  Church,  1 
Chataignier,  I  || 

La.  A  native  of  I.  frf 

New  Orleans, 
Forfcr  is  a 
graduate  of 
New  Orleans  Semin, 
be  reached  at  (60: 
(church)  or  782-9558 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass « Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Homecomings 


Airport,  Grenada:  May  3; 
lunch  at  church,  singing  in 
afternoon  featuring  Kilgore 
Sisters. 

Crowder  (North  Delta): 

Aug.  9;  homecoming  and  ded¬ 
ication  of  sanctuary;  home¬ 
coming  will  not  be  tne  fourth 
Sunday  in  April  due  to  the 
sanctuary  renovation. 


1,200  lbs.  shed  in  church's  First  Place  program 


TAYLOR,  Mich.  (BP)  —  Some  folk  at  or  pray  with  someone,  and  I 
Evangel  Church,  Taylor,  Mich.,  are  won-  know  tne  women  do  this, 
dering  why  a  women's  group  is  half  its  for-  "Sometimes  God  leads  them  to 
mer  size.  Fact  is,  However,  they  haven't  lost  call  a  friend  in  the  program  at  a 
a  single  soul  —  just  a  lot  of  excess  baggage,  certain  time  without  them  really 
From  January  1997-January  1998,  mem-  understanding  why,  and  many 
bers  of  the  First  Place  weight-loss  classes  at  times  it  turns  out  the  girl  is  just 
the  suburban  Detroit  church  dropped  more  going  through  a  difficult  time, 
than  1,200  pounds  and  695  inches  off  their  "Fve  seen  a  lot  of  changes  in 
collective  bodies.  ’  the  women  taking  this  program," 

The  weight  is  continuing  to  vanish.  "We  Simmonds  said.  "I've  noticed 
don't  need  a  building  program  because  we  their  peace,  confidence,  and  felt 
naturally  have  more  room,"  joked  senior  the  spiritual  change.  When  you 
pastor  Ron  Graef.  start  talking  to  people  in  the  pro- 

" All  the  pews  have  gotten  larger,"  gram,  you  realize  it's  not  only 
chimed  in  assistant  pastor  Ken  Pyne.  about  weight,  but  about  Bible 

All  kidding  aside,  Graef  said  he  has  study  and  prayer." 
noticed  a  marked  difference  in  the  66  Simmonds  said  "desperation" 
women  currently  enrolled  in  the  church's  was  the  driving  force  behind  her 
weight-control  classes.  latest  attempt  to  lose  weight. 

"First  Place:  A  Christ-Centered  Health  "A  year  ago,  it  was  a  struggle 


pastor  Ron  Graef. 

"All  the  pews 
chimed  in  assistant 
All  kidding  asi< 


Program,"  published  by  the  Sunday  School 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
carries  with  it  a  spiritual  emphasis  and 
focuses  on  giving  Christ  first  place  in  all 


tocuses  on  giving  Christ  hrst  place  in  all 
areas  of  life  —  physical,  mental,  spiritual, 
and  emotional. 

"You  can  see  their  determination;  their 
sense  of  satisfaction;  their  victory,  and  their 
camaraderie,"  Graef  said. 


Simmonds  said.  "I've  noticed 
their  peace,  confidence,  and  felt 
the  spiritual  change.  When  you 
start  talking  to  people  in  the  pro¬ 
gram,  you  realize  it's  not  only 
about  weight,  but  about  Bible 
study  and  prayer." 

Simmonds  said  "desperation" 
was  the  driving  force  behind  her 
latest  attempt  to  lose  weight. 

"A  year  ago,  it  was  a  struggle 
for  me  to  walk  from  the  front  of 
the  house  to  the  back.  I  was  not  an 
active  person  at  all.  My  body  was 

not  a  body  to  serve  God.  I  could-  _ 

n't  do  the  ministries  I  could  have  HANGING  IN  THERE  —  Debe  White  (right)  weighs  in 
been  doing  if  I  didn't  have  all  that  Marilyn  Wessels  just  before  First  Place  classes.  Si  nee  start- 
weight."  ing  the  program,  Wessels  has  lost  37  pounds  and  has  been 

Before  becoming  too  self-con-  taken  off  two  types  of  medication.  Wnite  has  lost  over  1 00 
scious  of  her  body,  Simmonds  said  pounds  on  the  program.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 
she  had  been  involved  in  her 


husband's  ministry  to  the  deaf  at  their 
church.  She  stood  with  him  to  perform 
sign  interpretation  during  Sunaay  wor¬ 
ship  until  she  began  to  feel  her  appear¬ 
ance  was  a  hindrance  to  his  work. 

About  four  years  ago,  Simmonds 
said,  she  and  other  women  at  the  church 
tried  starting  a  weight-loss  program  in 
which  she  prepared  the  materials. 

"We  met  every  week,  but  it  was  hard, 
and  we  didn't  nave  any  accountability 
as  far  as  the  women  writing  down 
everything  they  ate,"  she  said.  "We 
prayed  for  each  other  and  we  encour¬ 
aged  each  other,  but  we  weren't  losing 
any  weight."  Later,  a  water  aerobics- 
class  failed  in  a  similar  fashion,  she  said. 

"Then  one  of  _ -- — «>. 


refuses  to  make  a  move  without  first  talk¬ 
ing  to  God  about  it  —  seven  women  decid¬ 
ed  to  start  the  program. 

First  Place  member  Roxanne  Owen  had 
an  addiction  to  the  soda.  Mountain  Dew. 
She  said  the  "Lord  told  me  to  focus  on 
giving  up  one  thing,  and  that  was 
Mountain  Dew." 

"I  prayed  for  the  love  of  good  food  and 
the  hatred  of  Mountain  Dew." 

Owen,  who  hasn't  popped  the  top  of  a 
Mountain  Dew  for  five  months,  said  she 
feels  like  she's  been  released  from 
bondage. 

"I  needed  deliverance.  I  was  bound  to 
Mountain  Dew,  but  now  I  have  a  freedom 
from  bondage  to  food." 


BALANCED  PROGRAM  — 
Exercise  is  one  of  the  nine 
commitments  of  First  Place. 
First  Place  members  get 
together  before  class  to  exer¬ 
cise.  Besides  walking  a  speci¬ 
fied  route  inside  the  church, 
they  also  play  volleyball. 
Among  paarticipants  are  (from 
left):  Liz  Musham,  Lisa 
Maynard,  and  Elaine  Haynes. 
(BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


- -  the  girls  approach- 

Camaraderie  seems  to  be  a  byproduct  of  ed  me  a  year  ago  last 
accountability,  one  of  the  most  important  October  and  said  she 
elements  of  the  spiritual  weight-loss  pro-  heard  about  First 
gram,  according  to  Evangel's  First  Place  Place,  so  I  called  (the 


elements  or  tne  spiritual  weignt-loss  pro- 

§ram,  according  to  Evangel's  First  F*lace 
irector,  Nancy  Simmonds,  who  has  lost 
more  than  100  pounds  since  beginning  the 
program  in  January  1997. 

'Tirst  Place  is  different  than  all  the  other 
weight-loss  programs  I've  tried  because  of 
the  accountability  to  each  other  and  to 

God,"  Simmonds  said.  "We - - - 

encourage  each  other  often.  g 
Because  we  are  humans,  we  tend  5P  a 
to  see  the  negative,  so  we  use  the  number  in  < 
tools  of  First  Place  to  be  positive." 

Taking  partners,  the  women  in  vvantei 
the  program  pray  for  each  other  ranch  co 
daily,  she  said.  They  also  make  ley.  Goo 
phone  calls  of  encouragement.  home  t 
"One  First  Place  commitment  wealthy 
(there  are  nine)  is  to  make  one  Pastor  S 
phone  call  a  week  to  encourage  £ve"ue 


heard  about  First 
Place,  so  I  called  (the 
Sunday  School  Board) 
and  they  sent  me 
some  pamphlets  and 
preview  material." 

After  a  lot  of 
prayer  —  Simmonds 


St*y  untk 
Ftitmly — 

1 1  Ay  At  A 

Christum, 

CeuftrtKU- 

Ctttftr! 


GLORIETA" 

CONFERENCE  CENTER 

•  Conferences  •  Family  Vacations  •  Reunions 
•  Meetings  •  Retreats 

Information:  505-757-6161 
Reservations:  1-800-797-4222 


CLASSIFI 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on 
number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads.  Only  written  ads  accepted. 


Include  name. 


zip  code,  and  phone 


WANTED:  Part-time  pastor 


NOTCH  ESTATES-BRANSON, 


ranch  community  of  mountain  val-  MO.  Condo  near  Silver  Dollar  City. 


ley.  Good  position  for  person  with 
home  business,  independently 


2BR,  2BA,  sleeps  6.  Stay  3  nights. 


PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's 
only  smoke  and  alcohol  free 
Bowling  Center.  Call  about  Lock- 


4th  free;  or  4  nights,  5th  free.  Free  in,  group  rates,  fund  raisers,  and 


wealthy  or  semi-retired.  Contact:  continental  breakfast.  SI 05  daily,  leagues.  Located  at  820  Cooper 
Pastor  Search  Committee:  Pitkin  All  visitors  eligible  for  drawing  to  Road,  Jackson,  MS  (601 )  372-7700 
Avenue  Baptist  Church,  PO  Box  receive  free  4  day  return  trip.  Call  GOSPEL  PIANO  CASSETTES/CDS! 
56,  Saguache,  CO  81149.  Phone:  (601)  746-4632. 


Steeples  & 
Baptistries 


aa«wtnt* 


•  UfMMtoW 


•U’W 

rotaij* _ 

w*wi>ntuiw 


Mississippi  Valley 

Gas  Company 

.•  *\ 

*  % 

Safety  is  our  first  priority. 


Tiffi  BaWtst  Rbcord- 


(719)  655-2616. _ 

PULPIT  &  2  CHAIRS,  $400,  Hammond 


SAXOPHONE  LESSONS:  Beginners 
and  up.  Metro  Jackson  area  teacher. 


Instrumental  favorites!  Perker- 
uppers!  Free  brochure!  Send  stamped 
envelope:  Jacky  Campbell,  11 


M-101  Organ,  $800.  Goodwater  Baptist  $10  for  30  min.;  $18  an  hour.  Call  Clifford  Road,  Natchez,  MS  39120 


Church,  Magee,  MS  (601 )  849-2283L 
JAMES  E.  MESSER,  SR.  Staff  Evangelist, 
First  Baptist  Church,  Theodore,  AL 
Has  choice  dates  open  for  '98.  Call 
1-800-653-6652. 


Rick  Sills,  601-924-2096. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used. 
Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained  glass, 
MS  &  ALA.  1  -800-830-0583. 


GLORIETA  CONFERENCE  CENTER. 

Stay  with  family;  spring,  summer,  fall, 
or  winter.  Call,  1-800-797-4222  to 
make  reservations  or  for  information. 


PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 


CALL  KELLER'S  COUNTRY  and  church  groups.  From  $59.95  per  Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
DORM  RESORT  in  Eureka  day/  limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat.  Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE  SALES.  Call 
Springs,  Arkansas  for  the  best  Occasionally  for  sale,  quality  used  (601)  483-7958  or  1-800-368-2705 
($15.25)  seats  at  THE  GREAT  vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories  pul- 
PASSION  PLAY,  plus  economical  (601)  948-3391.  Since  1965.  pit/  judicial  robes,  paraments  MUR- 

group  lodging,  recreation,  supper  YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball-  PHY  ROBES/Mac's  Robes  Charles 


pit/  judicial  robes,  paraments.  MUR¬ 
PHY  ROBES/Mac's  Robes,  Charles 


and  breakfast,  all  for  JUST  $34.95  games!  Other  fonctions!  Curry  Creek  McGlocklin,  Authorized  ’  Dealer 

P  A  /~i  1  /r  r\ «  v  'IP'*  n  a «  n  -  J  ...  _  '  '  w 


EACH.  (501)253-8418 


Outdoors.  (601)  722-9000. 


Statewide  1  -800-898-MACS. 


♦ 


Apuu.  9, 1998 


WMU  Emphasis  Day  was  celebrated  at  First  Church,  Batesville 
with  the  theme  of  "Hats  off  to  the  WMU."  All  WMU  organizations 
from  mission  friends  through  women  on  missions  wore  hats  that  day 
to  show  their  support  .(pc  rwissi<5n$.  Some  hats  were  new.  some  were 


Roil  Mumbower,  Ph.D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  fackson 


Vaiden  Church,  Vaiden,  will 

sponsor  its  annual  Trail  Ride  on 
April  17  and  18.  A  fish  fry  will  be 
held  Friday  night  at  6  p.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  gospel  singing.  The 
trail  ride  will  begin  on  Saturday 
at  9  a.m.  Free  camping  will  be 
available  on  Friday  night.  A  light 
breakfast  will  be  available  on 
Saturday  morning.  The  registra¬ 
tion  fee  is  $10/individual  or 
$25 /family,  which  will  include  a 
sack  luncn.  The  money  raised 
will  go  to  a  Benevolence  Fund, 
which  helps  individuals  in  need. 


A  negative  Coggins  test  is 
required.  For  more  information 
call  (601)  464-5664. 

First  Church,  Louise,  will  host 
a  Bible  Preaching  Conference  on 
April  16, 17,  and  18.  Worship  will 
begin  each  day  at  3  p.m.  until  6 
p.m.,  a  meal  will  be  served,  and 
worship  at  7  p.m.  "Preachers 
should  come  prepared  to  preach 
from  the  King  James  Bible  only," 
said  Charles  McCollum,  pastor. 
For  more  information,  call  (601) 
836-5308  or  836-5310. 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(/  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(/  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  namejJohn  1:12). 

r 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  tod»y,.contact 
a  local  Baptist  cjhurch  for 
spiritual  guidance. 
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Calvary  Baptist  Church 
Jackson ,  MS 

April  17-18, 1998 


Awards  Banquet 

Friday  April  17 
7:00-9:00  p.M. 


Workshops 

Saturday  April  18 
8:00  A.M.  -  3:15  P.M. 


Producing  a  Worship  Service 
Basic  Audio  in  the  Church 
Shooting  and  Editing  with  the  Single  Camera 
Program  Production  (Other  than  Wors 
Producing  Outreach  Videos  and  S 
Emerging  Technology  for  the  Local  C 


For  information  contact: 

Broadcast  Services  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  at  1-800-748-1651  or  (601)  292-3378 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  5 30, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Twelfth  Annual 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 

Surgery,  Ambulance. 

Many  Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable  — 

High  blood  pressure,  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc. 

(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50+) 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods.  .  ^ 

Low  Rates!  *  >  ’■*' 

Prescription  Savers  Plan:  Save  up  to  50%  _  ,.  .... _ 

on  prescription  _  _ _ _ ^ 


Call  today  for  free  inf 


E.F.  H 


drugs! 


□  Medicare  Suppleme 
a«e  65 


■  \ 


old,  and  some  were  -homemade.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Claire 
Alexander,  Dot  Foster,  and  Georgia  Qualls. 


Spring  Hill  Church, 

Marshall  Association,  will  pre¬ 
sent  the  Easter  Cantata  "Behold 
the  Lamb,"  at  11  a.m.  on  April 
12.  The  choir  is  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Vic  Wilson.  Sunday 
School  will  be  held  at  10  a.m. 

The  Second  Annual 

Poplarville  Community  Good 
Friday  Service  will  be  held  on 
April  10,  7  p.m.,  at  First 
Cnurch,  Poplarville.  Fourteen 
churches  have  already  commit¬ 
ted  to  participate  in  tne  interra¬ 
cial,  interdenominational  ser¬ 
vice.  This  year's  theme  is  "The 
Last  Week  of  Christ."  A  recep¬ 
tion  will  be  held  in  the  Family 
Life  Center  of  First  Church.  For 
more  information,  call  the 
church  at  (601)  795-4531. 

Are  your  seniors  tired  of  Bj 
crawling  over  the 

HUMP"'  The  solution  is  a 

1  n-posseoqp'  van  with  an 

a  sle  raised  roof  & 

electric  step. 

Cal  Tn-State  Van& Bus  Today!  1-800-330-3622 
BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 


The  Women's  Auxiliary  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary 

(NOBTS)  will  hold  its  spring 
meeting  April  16,  10  a.m.,  at 
Carey  Hall,  NOBTS.  Jerry 
Pounds,  chairman  of  the  Division 
of  Christian  Education  Ministries 
will  be  guest  speaker.  For  more 
information,  call  (504)  282-0824. 

RAs  and  GAs  of  Cloverdale 
Church,  Natchez,  will  present 


the  Easter  play  "Snap; 
the  King,"  April  12  at  5 


ihots  of 
p.m. 


First  Church,  Jackson,  will 
sponsor  the  1998  Singles  Spring 
Retreat  at  SeaChase  Resort, 
Gulf  Shores,  Ala.,  May  22-25. 
The  fee  is  $165  with  a  deposit  of 
$50  (non  refundable  after  April 
10).  For  more  information  call 
the  Singles  Ministry  at  First 
Church  (601)  949-1906. 

Easter  Sunrise  Service  will 
be  held  at  Lakewood  Memorial 
Park,  Jackson,  on  April  12  at  7 
a.m.  For  more  information  call 
(601)  922-2123. 


My  husband  is  a  good  minis¬ 
ter,  but  he  treats  his  own  family 
with  cruelty  and  meanness.  How 
can  I  deal  with  this  problem? 

First  of  all,  consider  how  he 
was  raised.  Did  he  have  nur¬ 
turing  parents,  or  was  he 
forced  to  seek  affirmation  out¬ 
side  the  home?  Your  husband 
may  not  feel  comfortable 
around  the  house  because  of 
personal  insecurities  and  frus¬ 
trations. 

When  you  sense  he  is  get¬ 
ting  frustrated,  encourage  him 
to  talk  with  you  about  what  is 
bothering  him.  Possibly  the 
two  of  you  could  get  away  for 
a  day  so  you  could  communi¬ 
cate  without  distractions. 

Ministers  are  only  human 
and  are  therefore  subject  to  the 
same  struggles  we  all 
encounter.  While  that  statement 
isn't  meant  to  excuse  his  con¬ 
duct,  it  may  help  explain  why 
he  treats  his  family  as  he  does. 

A  pair  of  good  books  for 
both  of  you  are  "Intimate 
Encounters"  by  David  and 
Teresa  Ferguson,  and  "Five 
Love  Languages"  by  Gary 
Chapman.  These  books  con¬ 
tain  exercises  that  will  bring 
both  of  you  closer  to  under¬ 
standing  what  is  going  on.  It  is 


through  understanding  that 
change  is  brought  about. 

1  have  lost  much  of  my  zeal  for 
the  Lord,  because  certain  people 
in  my  church  show  so  little  love 
and  concern  for  others.  How  can 
I  recover  that  zeal? 

The  church  is  filled  with  (a) 
sinners  who  make  mistakes, 
and  (b)  people  who  unfortu¬ 
nately  are  not  serving  the  Lord 
as  they  should.  Don't  focus  on 
others'  shortcomings,  but 
rather  on  your  own  work  as 
uniquely  given  to  you  by  God- 

Study  Col.  3:23-34.  Have 
you  thought  about  becoming 
a  leader  to  turn  your  church 
around?  There  are  probably 
others  in  the  church  who 
share  your  feelings.  Start  a 
Sunday  School  or  aiscipleship 
training  class,  where  you  can 
share  your  vision  with  like- 
minded  church  members. 

If  you  remain  discouraged, 
counsel  with  the  Lord  through 
prayer  about  your  place  of 
service.  He  will  provide  the 
answer. 

Don't  give  up  on  your 
church  too  quickly,  however. 
You  could  be  the  catalyst  for 
change  that  makes  your  church 
a  stronger  witness  for  Christ. 


r 


Supreme  Court  rejects  'silence'  challenge 


WMU  to  hold 
CWJC  training 

Woman's  Missionary  Union 
(WMU)  organizations  in  seven 
states  will  hold  Christian 
Women's  Job  Corps  (CWJC) 
certification  training  events 
between  May  and  October  of 
this  year.  CWJC  is  a  ministry  to 
provide  women  in  need  with 
life  skills  and  employment  skills 
in  a  missions  context.  In 
Mississippi,  the  training  event 
will  be  held  May  21-23  in  a 
Hattiesburg  location  to  be 
announced  later.  For  more 
information,  contact  Linda  Tate 
at  (601)  854-7797. 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  — 
The  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
refused  March  ZS  to  hear  a  pro¬ 
fessor's  challenge  to  "generic" 
prayers  and  moments  of  silence 
at  functions  conducted  at 
Tennessee  State  University 
(TSU)  in  Nashville. 

Left  standing  was  a  ruling 
by  the  6th  U.S.  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  that  generic,  non- 


Two  years  later  the  district 
court  dismissed  Chaudhuri's 
First  Amendment  claims. 

In  upholding  that  decision, 
the  appeals  court  said  generic 
prayers  had  a  secular  purpose 
of  dignifying  or  memorializing 
a  public  event,  and  that  they 
dia  not  entangle  church  and 


the  6th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  state  and  did  not  impermissi- 
Appeals  that  generic,  non-  bly  advance  or  inhibit  religion. 


sectarian  prayers  and 
moments  of  silence  at  univer¬ 
sity  events  do  not  violate  the 
principle  of  church-state 
separation  in  the  U.S. 
Constitution. 

The  Nashville  university's 
policies  were  challenged  by 
Dilip  Chaudhuri,  a  tenured 
mechanical-engineering  pro¬ 
fessor  and  a  practicing  i 
Hindu. 

Chaudhuri  objected  to  a 
custom  of  prayers  being 
offered  at  graduation  exercis-  | 
es,  faculty  meetings,  dedica¬ 
tion  ceremonies,  and  guest 
lectures. 

Following  complaints  by 
Chaudhuri,  TSU  officials 
decided  that  all  such  prayers 
at  university  events  would  be 
"generic"  and  nonsectarian. 

Their  decision  was  based 
on  an  opinion  from  the  state 
university  system's  general 
counsel. 

In  January  1991, 
Chaudhuri  took  his  com¬ 
plaint  to  a  federal  district 
court,  where  he  asserted 
that  the  prayer  policy  vio¬ 
lated  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment's  ban  on  governmen¬ 
tal  establishment  of  religion 
and  its  guarantee  of  free 
exercise  of  religion. 

After  the  lawsuit  was 
filed,  TSU  changed  its  poli¬ 
cy  to  include  a  moment  of 
silence,  rather  than  a  verbal 
prayer,  at  graduation  exer¬ 
cises. 


The  appeals  court  also 
brushed  aside  Chaudhuri's 
free-exercise  claim. 


"Having  found  that  Dr.  graduation  exercises,  which 
Chaudhuri  was  not  required  to  were  previously  ruled  uncon- 
participate  in  any  religious  stitutional  by  the  U.S.  Supreme 
exercise,  we  conclude  that  his  Court  in  1992. 
free-exercise  claim  is  without  In  that  ruling,  the  high  court 
merit,"  the  court  said.  said  clergy-led  prayers  at 

"There  has  been  no  showing  Rhode  Island  middle  school 
that  his  practice  of  Hinduism  graduation  ceremonies  were 
was  constrained  or  abridged  in  coercive. 

anyway,"  the  court  said.  In  contrast,  the  practices  at 

The  appeals  court  distin-  TSU  involved  "no  coercion  - 
guished  the  university's  prac-  real  or  otherwise  -  to  partic- 
tices  from  clergy-led  prayers  at  ipate  in  nonsectarian  prayers," 
middle  school  and  high  school  tne  appeals  court  said. 


t  court  said. 


Sleep  Disorders:  More  Common  Than  You  Think 


Tom  is  a  42-year-old  salesmah  who's  good  at  his  job  and  is  in  fairly  good 
health.  But  recently,  he's  had  trouble  sleeping  and  has  been  unable  to  keep 
his  mind  on  his  work.  His  supervisor  noticed  his  situation  and  told  him  to  get 
help.  Tom's  family  doctor  couldn't  find  evidence  of  major  health  problems,  but 
sent  him  to  the  Sleep  Disorders  Center  at  Baptist  Medical  Center  to  determine 
the  cause  of  his  sleepiness. 

After  spending  a  night  in  the  sleep  lab,  where  Tom's  heart  rate,  brain  activity 
and  other  vital  signs  were  monitored,  specialists  found  that  he  is  one  of  an 
estimated  10  million  Americans  who  suffers  from  sleep  apnea,  a  disorder  in 
which  breathing  -  and  sleep  -  are  disrupted  hundreds,  even  thousands  of 
times  a  night  With  the  use  of  a  device  to  assist  his  breathing,  Tom  now  has 
restful,  uninterrupted  sleep,  making  him  more  refreshed  and  aware. 

Today,  about  half  of  Americans  suffer  from  sleeplessness.  Lack  of  sleep  costs 
more  than  $18  billion  annually  in  lost  work  productivity,  and  it  accounts  for  more 
than  100,000  traffic  acddents  each  year.  “Many  people  have  a  sleep  disorder 
of  which  they  are  not  aware,”  said  Dr.  William  Frazier,  a  Jackson  lung  and 
sleep- specialist  who  serves  as  Medical  Director  of  Baptist's  Sleep  Disorders 
Center.  “But  sleep  problems  can  have  effects  that  go  far  beyond  the  night 
time  and  are  often  associated  with  serious  problems  during  the  waking  hours." 

Major  sleep  disorders  indude  sleep  apnea,  restless  legs  and  narcolepsy. 

Many  of  these  conditions  can  be  improved  or  eliminated  with  lifestyle  changes, 
counseling,  medical  equipment  or  drugs.  If  you  think  you  may  have  a  sleep 
disorder,  seek  the  help  of  a  specialist.  You  might  find  yourself  awakened  to  a 
whole  nqw  world. 

Understanding  the  Benefits  of  Sleep  Disorders  Treatment 

Call  1 -800-948-6262  for  more  information. 
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Life  and  Work 

The  basis  for  right  and  wrong 

Gen.  3:1-6,  Is.  5:20-21,  Mai.  2:17, 

Mark  10:17-31, 1  John  1:5;  1  Peter  1:15-1 


Jim  Burnett 


"God  said  it,  I  believe  it,  and 
that  settles  it."  To  the  unbeliev¬ 
ing,  pagan  people  of  the  world 
today  who  make  their  own 
rules  and  manufacture  their 
own  truths,  these  are  the  words 
of  an  ignorant,  religious  fanatic. 

Today  we  begin  ^  much- 
needed  three-week  study  enti¬ 
tled  "Deciding  Right  from 
Wrong."  Americans  seem  to  be 
suffering  from  spiritual  amnesia. 
There  is  little  awareness  of  God 
in  society  and  no  tolerance  of  his 
Word  in  school  or  government. 

Who's  to  blame  for  our 
cour-  try's  spiritual  demise? 
Why  is  their  such  a  cloud  of 
doubt  hanging  over  the  plausi¬ 


bility  of  the  Bible? 

Why  are  there  no  Burnett 
longer  any  moral 
absolutes?  Is  the  problem  in  the 
White  House  or  church  house? 

God's  people  must  receive 
new  convictions  concerning 
God's  Word,  for  the  brand  or 
Christianity  being  practiced 
today  prostitutes  the  Word  of 
God  making  us  odious  to  our 
Creator.  We  must  stop  attempt¬ 
ing  to  please  this  world  and  our¬ 
selves  by  diluting  the  Bible.  "The 
truth  does  not  change  according 
to  our  ability  to  stomach  it. 
Neither  does  truth  blush. 

God  is  the  appropriate 
authority  in  defining  and  deter¬ 
mining  right  and  wrong  and  he 
has  done  so  in  what  we  Know  as 


the  Bible.  Therefore,  our 
task  is  not  to  change  the 
truth  but  proclaim  it,  love 
it,  and  live  it. 

We  do  not  determine 
right  and  wrong  (Gen.  3:1- 
6).  Eve  became  Satan's  first 

%  human  victim  as  she  swal¬ 

lowed  the  serpent's  lie 
"hook,  line,  and  sinker." 

io  Burnett  How  did  this  happen? 

al  Eve  and  Adam  fell  prey  to 

oblem  in  the  Satan  the  moment  they  allowed 
urch  house?  their  adversary  to  bring  into 
nust  receive  question  the  Word  of  Goa. 

concerning  My  friends,  to  question  the 
he  brand  of  integrity  of  God  and  his  Word 

L  practiced  is  spiritual  suicide.  Many  so- 
Word  of  called  Christians  today  treat  the 
iious  to  our  laws  and  principles  of  our  Lord 
top  attempt-  as  if  they  were  a  buffet.  No 
arid  and  our-  wonder  the  church  is  having 
le  Bible.  "The  such  little  impact  on  a  lost 
ge  according  world.  We've  been  feeding  on 


Explore  the  Bible 

Faith  in  Jesus  as  Risen  Lord 


John  20:14-21, 24-29 


By  Harold  W.  Simmons _ 

Only  two  of  the  gospels 
record  the  birth  of  Jesus  wnich 
suggest  that  only  Luke  and 
Matthew  considered  the  birth 
narrative  to  be  important.  In 
contrast,  all  four  gospels  record 
the  death,  burial,  and  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  our  Lord.  I  believe  that 
is  the  Holy  Spirit's  signal  that 
this  is  the  most  important  seg¬ 
ment  of  the  recorded  story  of 
the  earthly  ministry  of  Jesus. 

See  and  tell  <20: 14-18).  Mary 
Magdalene  came  the  second 
time  that  morning  to  the  tomb  of 
Jesus  and  was  rewarded  for  her 
efforts  to  understand  the  unusu¬ 
al  events  she  had  witnessed. 


On  this  visit  to  the 
empty  tomb,  Mary 
saw  and  had  a  verbal 
exchange  with  two 
angels.  At  this  time  her  mind 
did  not  believe  what  she  had 
seen  and  heard. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  she 
did  not  recognize  the  Master 
whom  she  knew,  loved,  and 
served.  When  Jesus  spoke  to 
Mary,  she  assumed  that  he  was 
the  gardener.  Ah,  but  when  he 
called  her  name,  she  responded 
so  positively  that  she  spoke  not 
in  Greek  but  in  her  native,  inti¬ 
mate  language,  Aramaic. 

Note  that  the  resurrected 
Savior  revealed  himself  first  to 
a  woman  and  not  to  his  disci- 


Simmons 


Family  Bible  Series 

A  time  for  faith 


Mark  15:33-1:8 


Grace  Graham 


The  shadow  of  death  (1533- 
38).  People  facing  the  death  of  a 
loved  one  or  other  crises  some¬ 
times  lose  hope.  The  death  of 
Jesus  was  accompanied  by 
darkness  at  noon,  the  sixtn 
hour.  This  was  a  graphic  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  struggle  with  evil. 

Darkness  was  a  fitting  sign 
for  God  to  give  to  those  who 
had  rejected  the  Light  of  the 
world.  Amos  9:9  gave  a 
prophecy  describing  me  sun 
going  down  at  noon  as  a  mani¬ 
festation  of  God's  judgement. 
Are  you  one  in  the  dark,  not 
having  accepted  God's  gift  of 
Jesus,  the  Light  of  the  world? 

Jesus  hung  on  the  cross  in 
agony  ridiculed  and  mocked. 
At  the  ninth  hour,  or  3  p.m.,  he 


cried  out  to  the  Father 
in  his  native  language, 
Aramaic,  "My  God,  r  , 
my  God,  why  hast 
Thou  forsaken  me?" 

Even  at  the  point  of  his  death, 
Jesus  used  scripture  to  describe 
his  despair.  He  began  quoting 
Psalm  22:1 .  By  reading  the  rest  of 
the  Psalm,  we  see  that  the 
despair  of  the  beginning  is 
replaced  by  resounding  victory. 
"They  shall  declare  his  right¬ 
eousness  unto  a  people  that  snail 
be  bom,  that  he  natn  done  this." 

There  are  many  verses  of 
scripture  that  could  have 
described  suffering.  Do  you  sup¬ 
pose  that  Jesus  chose  Psalm  22 
with  the  cry  of  triumph  in  mind? 

His  tormented  utterance 
may  have  a  second  implication. 
Jesus,  emptied  of  his  God-like 


Graham 


half-truths  too  long. 

Only  God  is  good  (Mark 
10:17-18;  1  John  1:5).  Society's 
spiritual  demise  today  can 
quickly  be  traced  to  man's 
futile  attempt  to  find  a  viable 


pies  who  a  short  time 
before  had  raced  to  the 
tomb.  Jesus  instructed 
Mary  to  go  to  the  disci¬ 
ples  and  tell  them  what 
she  had  seen  and  heard. 

Emotional  swing 
from  fear  to  joy  (20:19- 
21).  Try  to  put  yourself 
in  the  locked  room  with 
jns  the  disciples  and  feel  the 
tension  they  experienced 
after  their  leader  had  been  put 
to  death  and  a  woman  reported 
that  she  had  seen  and  talked 
with  the  Savior. 

It  is  possible  that  the  followers 
of  Jesus  feared  they  would  be 
called  to  tell  what  they  knew 
about  the  disappearance  of  Jesus' 
body.  Suddenly,  Jesus  was  in  the 
room  with  them.  Obviously  he 
did  not  come  in  by  the  door 
because  the  gospel  recorded  that 
the  door  was  locked. 

John  did  not  reveal  how 
Jesus  got  into  the  room. 
Perhaps  for  his  eastern  mind 


qualities  was  man.  Yet 
ne  had  never  experi¬ 
enced  sin.  Man's  sin 
came  upon  him  for  his 
redemptive  death.  This 
was  the  first  time  he  had 
experienced  the  hope¬ 
less  feeling  of  separation 
from  God  caused  by  sin. 

God  did  not  abandon 
Jesus.  Nor  does  he  ever 
leave  us.  Sin  has  a  way  of 
keeping  us  from  experiencing 
the  peace  and  completeness  that 
only  God  can  give.  Jesus  knows 
the  sensation  of  that  barrier. 

Jesus  uttered  a  "loud  cry"  and 
took  his  last  breath.  The  tearing 
in  two  of  the  great  curtain  of  the 
temple  allowed  anyone  to  look 
at  will  into  the  holiest  place  of 
all:  the  "Holy  of  Holies."  Such 
symbolism  snows  how  the  bro¬ 
ken  body  of  Christ  removed  all 
barriers  between  God  and  man. 
There  is  now  direct  access  to 
God  for  all  through  Christ! 

The  light  of  revelation  (1539). 
A  Roman  centurion  was  on  duty 
that  day  at  the  cross.  He  must 
have  wondered  about  the  identi- 


substitute  or  replacement  for 
the  standards  of  God. 

Jesus  rebuked  the  rich  man 
for  his  brassy  statement,  which 
smacked  of  humanism. 
Referring  to  Jesus  as  good 
teacher,  tnis  man  foolishly  pre¬ 
sumed  he  was  capable  of  deter¬ 
mining,  from  his  own  intellect, 
the  proper  moral  standards. 
Only  the  born-again  have  the 
capacity  for  knowing  the  mind 
of  Christ  and  ability  for  discern¬ 
ing  what  is  right  and  wrong. 

God  is  the  basis  for  right 
and  wrong  (1  Peter  1:15-16). 
Why  should  Christians  strive  to 
be  holy  and  pure?  Is  it  so  God 
will  one  day  let  us  into  heaven? 
Is  it  so  we  can  escape  hell? 

Emphatically,  no!  Being  holy 
is  a  byproduct  of  being  right 
with  Cnrist.  Like  a  little  boy 
that  longs  to  be  like  his  dad, 
trailing  him  wherever  he  goes, 
mimicKing  his  daddy's  ges- 
„  tures,  we  too  want  to  be  like 
our  heavenly  Father.  And  to  be 
like  God  is  to  be  right,  good, 
holy,  true,  and  pure. 


"how”  was  not  important,  but 
the  important  fact  was  Jesus 
appeared  and  gave  them  a  mis¬ 
sion  of  their  own. 

Just  as  suddenly  as  Jesus 
appeared  and  spoke  to  them, 
tne  fear  of  the  disciples  left  and 
was  replaced  by  joy.  Jesus  sent 
them  out  as  the  Father  had  sent 
him.  Jesus  came  in  power  and 
with  authority.  He  came  to 
bring  salvation  and  bought  it 
with  great  price.  He  gave  his 
followers  power  and  authority 
as  they  witnessed  about  him. 

Assurance  and  proclamation 
(20:  24-29).  Modem  Bible  read¬ 
ers  have  focused  on  the  doubt  of 
Thomas  so  much  that  we  should 
change  his  name  to  Thomas  the 
’’douDtamous"  rather  than 
Thomas  Didymus  (the  twin). 

I  believe  that  Thomas,  who 
was  not  present  when  the  resur¬ 
rected  Jesus  first  presented  him¬ 
self  to  the  other  disciples,  found 
it  difficult  to  believe  only  an  oral 
witness.  He  needed  a  visual  wit¬ 


ty  of  Jesus.  He  encountered  Jesus, 
saw  him  die  and  believed.  This 
Gentile  soldier  recognized  and 
confessed  Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God. 

The  basis  of  faith  (16:1-8). 
Friends  of  Jesus  had  been  in  a 
great  hurry  three  days  earlier  to 
get  him  laid  into  the  borrowed 
tomb  before  the  sabbath  began. 
Now  the  women  returned  to  the 
burial  place  to  use  the  proper 
spices  for  embalming  the  dead. 

The  women  were  anxious  as 
to  how  they  would  remove  the 
heavy  stone.  The  thing  that 
they  themselves  could  never 
do,  God  had  already  done.  The 
stone  had  been  rolled  away! 
Jesus's  body  was  gone.  The 
women  were  shocked  to  say  the 
least.  The  angel  tried  to  calm 
them.  He  explained  that  Jesus 
had  risen.  He  wanted  them  to 
report  to  the  disciples  that  Jesus 
would  meet  diem  in  Galilee. 

This  incredibly  occurrence 
has  been  witnessed  by  Mary 
Magdalene  arid  Jesus',  mother, 
Mary.  These  women  had  an 
encounter  wiffi  ah  angef  but  had 
not  yet  met  the  Loid  himself. 


Human  standards  often  are 
counter  to  God's  standard 
(Isaiah  5:20-21;  Mai  2:17).  The 
laws  of  the  land  today  reflect  an 
undeniable  apostasy  in 
America.  A  reversal  in  values  is 
taking  place.  What  the  Bible 
deems  wicked  and  evil,  culture 
calls  good  and  wholesome. 

Public  opinion  polls,  majori- 

Sr  rule,  and  legislation  today 
etermine  the  standards  of 
society.  But  the  consequences  of 
altering  the  Word  of  God  are 
serious:  "It  is  a  terrible  thing  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living 
God."  And  yet  this  is  our  des¬ 
tiny  if  we  continue  to  replace 
the  standard  of  God  with  the 
standards  of  men. 

The  Word  of  God,  as  some¬ 
one  has  said,  is  an  anvil  that 
has  worn  out  many  hammers. 
You  can  criticize  it,  rewrite  it, 
disobey  it,  doubt  it,  but  you 
will  never  change  God's  eternal 
Word.  You  will  never  replace 
his  eternal  standard. 

Burnett  is  pastor  of  Raymond 
Road  Church,  Jackson. 


ness  of  the  resurrection  to  con¬ 
firm  what  he  wanted  to  believe. 

Actually,  Thomas  said  that  he 
needed  both  to  see  and  to  touch 
in  order  to  confirm  what  the 
other  disciples  said.  However, 
when  Jesus  confronts  Thomas  a 
week  later,  Thomas  needed  no 
more  evidence  than  the  oth 
disciples  received  which  was 
the  sound  of  his  Master’s  voice 
and  the  sight  of  his  wounds. 
Thomas  was  unable  to  control 
himself  and  burst  forth  with 
confession  and  adoration. 

Invitation  and  proclama¬ 
tion.  If  you  have  asked  for 
more  evidence  of  the  risen  Lord 
before  you  will  trust  him  to 
take  your  sin  away,  all  you 
need  to  do  is  to  listen  to  him  as 
he  speaks  to  your  heart  and 
"stop  doubting  and  believe." 

If  you  are  a  believer,  then  cel¬ 
ebrate  and  proclaim  with  me. 
He  is  risen!  He  is  Risen  Indeed! 

Simmons  is  pastor  of  Hebron 
Church,  Grenada. 


They  did  not  give  the  message  to 
the  disciples.  They  fled  in  fear. 
This  news  was  too  great  and 
wonderful  to  grasp  all  at  once. 

God  exists  in  a  perfect  place 
where  there  is  no  sin,  no  sor¬ 
row,  only  goodness  and  joy.  All 
of  mankind  by  nature  sin.  How 
can  we  come  to  this  perfect 
place  to  be  with  God  if  we 
bring  our  sin  along?  We  cannot. 

God  has  a  plan.  Jesus  came 
to  this  earth  to  take  our  sin  to 
the  cross.  He  died,  but  is  alive 
today,  victorious  over  sin  and 
evil.  God  offers  this  free  gift  to 
everyone,  but  like  any  other 
gift,  it  will  not  become  yours  if 
you  do  not  take  it. 

Pray  today  agreeing  with  God 
that  you  are  a  sinner.  Tell  him  that 
you  turn  from  your  sin  and  walk 
toward  him.  Tell  him  that  you 
know  that  Jesus'  death  and  resur- 


yaur  life  choices  today! 

Graham  is  Childhood 
EduMfori  Director  at  First 
Church,  Gulfport. 


Analysis:  Will  atheism  ever  replace  religion? 


By  Erich  Bridges 

International  ' 


ission  Board 


less  and  classless.  good,  and  inform  on  their  brothers,  sisters. 

Communist  and  socialist  parents,  and  friends  for  the  good  of  the 
leaders  in  many  countries  have  proletariat.  Over  time,  people  lost  any 
diligently  taught  this  godless  nope  for  God's  justice  ana  eternal  life, 
doctrine  to  their  children  for  This  century's  unfolding  history  has 
more  than  80  years,  ingraining  revealed  the  experiment  of  political  and 
a  blind  adherence  to  this  hope-  economic  communism  is  a  failure, 
less  religion  that  stresses:  *  Communism  did  not  produce  good  will  or 

♦  There  is  no  god.  To  prosperity. 

believe  in  God  is  to  place  Man's  highest  nature,  at  its  best,  was 
value  in  an  entity  you  esteem  still  depraved  and  murderous  —  sinful, 
higher  than  the  Communist  The  fall  of  communism  in  East  Europe 
Party  or  the  chairman  dictator,  came  partially  because  the  gap  in  econom- 
To  preach  Jesus  Christ  as  ic  progress  between  the  East  and  West  was 
holding  a  future  for  you  is  to  becoming  obvious  to  the  East, 
acknowledge  a  power  higher  Still,  the  religious  dimensions  of  com- 
than  the  state  exists.  munism  persist.  Where  communism  was 

♦  The  higher  nature  of  man  once  a  political  system  of  applied  social- 
will  lead  him  to  create  a  per-  ism,  it  now  has  become  a  religious  system 
feet  materialism  in  which  no  of  atheistic  materialism. 

man  rules  another  and  every-  The  good  news  is  that  Jesus  died  for  the 
one  prospers.  communist  and  the  atheist.  His  followers 

To  believe  perfection  is  should  look  at  them  not  as  enemies,  but  as 
found  only  outside  this  mate-  a  mission  field. 

rial  world  and  that  man  is  a  A  Southern  Baptist  worker  in  Asia 

reminds  Christians,  "We  have  a  gospel  of 
love  and  light  to  share  with  those  who 
have  been  deluded,  blinded  and  stripped 
of  their  spiritual  sensitivity. 

"Before  God,  we  cannot  write  off  the 
communist  countries  and  people,  but  must 
leaders  are  include  them  in  our  circle  of  snaring. 
o  one.  "They  too  must  hear  the  gospel,  and  in 


God  is  to  disbelieve  this  key 


Baptist  schools  win  both  NAIA  championships 


By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1998 


MKR  ZYPKP  JFAAYL  RBYH 
KURD  BWH,  FUL  PFWL, 


PKOOYQ 


AWRRAY 


JBWALQYU  RD  JDHY 
KURD  HY,  FUL  ODQMWL 
RBYH  UDR:  ODQ  DO 
PKJB  WP  RBY  IWUCLDH 
DO  CDL. 


AKIY  YWCBRYYU: 

PWSRYYU 
Clue:  I  =  K 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Acts  Four  Twelve. 


JACKSON,  Term.  (BP)  — 
This  year's  NAIA  Division  I 
national  championship  tourna¬ 
ments  saw  several  firsts. 

For  the  first  time  ever.  Union 
University's  Lady  Bulldogs  won 
the  national  championship.  The 
men's  basketball  team  of 
Georgetown  College  claimed  its 
first  national  championship. 

Thus,  for  the  first  time. 
Southern  Baptist  schools  won 
both  NAIA  Division  I  national 
championships. 

Union  University,  the  tour¬ 
nament's  No.  1-seeded  team, 
toppled  four-time  defending 
national  champion  Southern 
Nazarene  University,  73-70,  to 
win  the  championship. 

The  Georgetown  College 
men's  team,  meanwhile,  won 
the  NAIA  Division  I  Basketball 
National  Championship. 

Georgetown  came  from 
behind  to  beat  Southern 
Nazarene  83-69. 

The  fourth-seeded  Tigers 
came  back  from  a  13-point 
deficit  to  defeat  the  No.  14- 
seeded  Redskins. 

The  Tigers  broke  a  tie  mid¬ 
way  through  the  second  half 
ana  Southern  Nazarene  never 
caught  up. 

Tne  tournament's  most  valu¬ 
able  player.  Will  Carlton,  led 
Georgetown  to  ks  victory. 

"Southern  Baptists  can  be 
proud  of  the  outstanding  cali- 
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bre  of  athletics  to  be  found  on  President  David  S.  Dockery  Christian  faith  and  values  and 
their  campuses  like  George-  said.  "They  can  be  even  more  academic  excellence  on  which 
town  and  Union,"  Union  proud  of  the  commitment  to  we  build." 


♦ 
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